
BUILDING TERMS

Caldarium Hot room in bathhouse

Frigidarium Cold room in bathhouse

Lilia Pits dug in front of the ditch, for 
attackers to fall into

Porta Gate

Praetorium                  Commanding Officer’s House

Principia Headquarters Building

Tepidarium Warm room in bathhouse

Via Road

Via decumana Road running from east to west

Via principalis Road between two main gates

Via praetorian Road linking main gate with 
headquarters building

Vicus Neighbourhood (literally) / 
civilian settlement outside forts

UNIFORM

Caligae heavy soled hobnail openwork 
military boots

Focale scarf

Galea helmet

Gladius short stabbing sword

Lorica 
segmentata armour (made of metal strips)

Scutum square shield

Udones socks

Tunica tunic

Scutum

Galea

Lorica  
segmentata

Tunica

Gladius

Quattuor  
sagittae

Ferte  
auxilium! 

Abite, 
molesti! 

Cave 
canem!

Canis

LATIN WORDS
If you need some help understanding Latin words for individual fort buildings, or want to learn a few simple Latin words and 
phrases to include in your roleplaying, then have a look at these.
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Imperator

Cena

Pullus

Veni, Vidi, 
Vici!

NUMBERS

1 Unus I

2 Duo II

3 Tres III

4 Quattuor IV

5 Quinque V

6 Sex VI

7 Septem VII

8 Octo VIII

9 Novem IX

10 Decem X

50 Quinquaginta L

100 Centum C

500 Quingenti D

1000 Mille M

Salve!
Quis es?

Villa
Terra

Puella
INSCRIPTION TEXTS

IMP Imperator meaning Emperor

CAE Caesar

PP pater patriae meaning father of  
his country

LEG legion

P (plus 
number after) passum meaning paces

NAM COMES EST IUCUNDUS

For he’s a jolly 
good fellow

nam comes est iucundus,  
nam comes est iucundus  
nam comes est iucundus,  
sic omnes dicimus
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USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES

Abite, molesti Go away, pests!

Ad alta To the summit

Age! Come on! (singular)

Agite! Come on! (plural)

Aqua Water

Ave Hail / hello

Ave atque vale Hail and farewell

Ave caesar! Hail Caesar!

Brevi tempore In a short time / soon

Canis Dog

Cave canem! Beware of the dog! 

Cena Dinner

Descende Climb down

Ecce Look

Et And

Ferte, auxilium! Bring help!

Frigidus est! It’s cold!

Gratias! Thank you!

Hodie Today

Ibi There

In silvam Into the woods

Ita vero Yes

Lapis Stone

Lapis Stone

Mater Mother

Media nox Midnight

Miles Soldier

Minime No

Multi Many

Nomine By name / called

Orbe World

O me miserum! Poor me!

Omnes Everyone

Panis Bread

Pater Father

Piscis Fish

Puella Girl

Puer Boy

Pullus Chicken

Qui Who

Quid facis? What are you doing? 
(singular)

Quis es? Who are you? (singular)

Romani Romans

Salve! Greetings / Hello! 

Semper Always

Servus Slave

Statim Immediately, at once

Tace! Be Quiet! (singular)

Tacete! Be Quiet! (plural)

Terra Earth / ground

Ubi Where

Urbe City

Vale Farewell / goodbye

Veni, Vidi, Vici I came, I saw, I conquered

Villa Country house
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